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Open Access Policy

Section 1 - Purpose
(1) To provide equitable, worldwide access to the scholarly and research output of Macquarie University.

Background

(2) Scholarly research is one of Macquarie Univeristy’s most important contributions to society. The free exchange of
information is a bedrock academic value, one that is supported by taking an open access approach to the
dissemination of the outputs of scholarship and research. An open access approach means that these outputs are
made available online and worldwide, free of charge and free of most other access restrictions. This approach
supports the fundamental principles of the Macquarie University Ethics Statement and the Freedom of Speech and
Academic Freedom Policy.

(3) The open access approach also enables Macquarie University authors to meet the requirements of funding bodies,
e.g. Australian Research Council and National Health and Medical Research Council, to make the results of their
research publicly accessible.

(4) The outputs of scholarship and research are collected as part of the University’s research management processes.
These outputs will now be stored and made accessible through the Macquarie University Digital Repository, Macquarie
University Research Portal. In addition to maximising access to Macquarie University’s research, this Policy also
supports more effective storage of these outputs in perpetuity and assists in promoting Macquarie University’s
research around the world.

Scope

(5) This Policy will apply to all research or scholarly manuscripts written while the author is a staff member of
Macquarie University, except for those outputs completed before the adoption of this Policy, and those for which the
author has entered into an incompatible licensing or assignment agreement.

Section 2 - Policy
(6) All refereed, revised, final draft research manuscripts will be deposited in the Macquarie University Digital
Repository, Macquarie University Research Portal, after their acceptance for publication. Books or chapters in books
may be self-archived at the author’s discretion.

(7) These manuscripts will be made open access, available to anyone on the Internet, except where this is restricted
by publisher policy.

(8) The publisher version will be the version made publicly available in the Macquarie University Digital Repository,
Macquarie University Research Portal, where there is agreement from the publisher for this version to be made open
access.

(9) Where a publisher embargo or other conditions exist that restrict open access, the Macquarie University Digital
Repository, Macquarie University Research Portal, will comply with any embargo or restrictions before making the
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manuscript available by open access.

(10) Depositing the material in the Macquarie University Digital Repository, Macquarie University Research Portal,
does not transfer copyright to the Repository. Copyright remains with the author or publisher as per the publishing
agreement.

(11) The Macquarie University Digital Repository, Macquarie University Research Portal, will not alter the material
except as allowed under law to:

reproduce, electronically communicate and distribute the open access copy, including any open access copiesa.
of the publisher version of the specified work(s), online, for free and for non–commercial use; and
make more than one copy of the work(s) for the purposes of security, back-up and preservation.b.

Compliance and Breaches

(12) The University may commence applicable disciplinary procedures if a person to whom this Policy applies breaches
this Policy (or any of its related procedures).

Section 3 - Procedures
(13) Nil.

Section 4 - Guidelines
(14) Nil.

Section 5 - Definitions
(15) Nil.

http://policies.mq.edu.au/download.php?id=426&version=1&associated
http://policies.mq.edu.au/download.php?id=426&version=1&associated


This document may be varied, withdrawn, or replaced at any time. Printed copies, or part thereof, are regarded as uncontrolled and should not be relied
upon as the current version. It is the responsibility of the individual reading this document to always refer to Policy Central (https://policies.mq.edu.au)
for the latest version.

Page 3 of 3

Status and Details

Status Current

Effective Date 21st February 2021

Review Date 31st January 2025

Approval Authority University Council

Approval Date 27th August 2008

Expiry Date Not Applicable

Responsible Executive S. Bruce Dowton
Vice-Chancellor

Responsible Officer
Belinda Tiffen
University Librarian
+61 2 9850 7546

Enquiries Contact
Sylvie Saab
Executive Information Policy Officer
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